Christmas Crackers – Teachers Notes

1 Searching for Santa

This is a searchable database that allows children to learn a little about data handling in the context of a seasonal fun activity.  The English version is suitable for KS1 pupils and the MFL versions suitable for KS2.

There are 24 Santas but only one fits the description of the "real" Father Christmas. Each Santa has one record on the database. The field names, and the possible entries, are shown below.

Moustache: narrow or wide

Footwear: shoes or boots

Pom-pom on hat: no or yes

Sack is on …. shoulder: left or right

Number of buttons: 1 or 2

A set of challenges is provided.  Each requires a search and many also involve visual inspection of the subset of Santas produced by the search.  The searches get progressively more complex and the final task focuses on the identity of the "real" Father Christmas.

The challenges are as follows:

Simple starter questions for one-field search

How many Santas have a narrow moustache?

How many Santas are wearing boots?

How many Santas have pom-poms on their hats?

How many Santa have one button?

One-field search with answer to be found by observation

Find all the Santas with one button. Who has a white button?

Find all the Santas with the sack on their left shoulder.  What colour are their gloves?

Find all the Santas with the sack on their right shoulder.  What colour are their gloves?

Find all the Santas with a pom-pom on their hat.  What colour is their footwear?
Two-field search 

How many Santas have one button and a pom-pom on their hat?
How many Santa have a narrow moustache and are wearing shoes?

The Reindeer's Friend – three-field search with answer to be found by observation
Yesterday Rudolph got stuck in the snow. He was rescued by a person who had a narrow moustache. He was wearing boots and black gloves. The pom-pom on his hat got tangled in Rudolph's antlers. Who was it?

Who is the Real Father Christmas? – five field search

Who is the Real Father Christmas?
He has a pom-pom on his hat, a wide moustache and one button.
He carries his sack on his right shoulder.
He is wearing long boots.
What is his name?
The MFL Versions

The versions of the activity in modern foreign languages give practice with vocabulary.  A glossary is provided for each.

Further Activities
1. Allow children to create their own challenges – perhaps based on some of the other visual differences eg belt, button or pom-pom colour.

2. Use the Santa Pictures to create Christmas cards or gift tags.

Thanks to Patricia McLean for the French translation, to Colin and Heidi Berry for the German and to Mary Welsh for the Spanish.

2 Sorting Santas

Sorting Santas is an activity for KS1 children which follows the format of other Sorting Games on the website.  In these activities children can sort a range of objects according to a variety of criteria by answering questions with yes/no answers.  In the Play a Game option the user picks a Santa and the computer will ‘guess’ which one was picked by asking a series of questions.  In the Make a Game option children can compile their own sets of questions.

The Sorting Games allow children to practice formulating questions that have yes/no answers and to distinguish objects by what is similar and what is different about them.  Sorting Santas uses the first 8 Santas in the Searching for Santa Database and could thus be combined with the above activity.

3 Christmas Pairs Games

Pairs is the traditional pelmanism card game in electronic format.  It can be played by one or two players (or teams).  In the two-player game, players take it in turns to click on 2 cards that are face down trying to match pairs. The cards are displayed and if they make a match the player wins that pair. If there is not a match, the cards are turned face down again and the other player has a turn. The winner is the player with the most pairs.

In the one player game the player must try to match all of the cards in the minimum possible time.

The Christmas games use the same icons that are used on the trees in the following activities.  The icons are also available as clip art (see below).

4 Crackers KS1/KS2

There are two trees, one for children aged 4-7, and the other for children from 7-11, both decked with Christmas crackers and other goodies. Behind each of the icons on the tree you will find an activity associated with Christmas.

The easier activities are at the top of the tree, with harder ones at the bottom. However this is for teachers' guidance only, and generally reflects the level of IT skills a child will require to complete the activity. If working with an adult, of course, the activities will be accessible to more children.

5 Nativity Big Books KS1/KS2

There are three versions of the Nativity story written as Big Books. 
Nativity Big Book 1 uses the simplest language.
Nativity Big Book 2 (the King James' version), although using the original poetic language, is concise, and suitable for lower Key Stage 2 children.
Nativity Big Book 3, The Nativity in Scriptures taken from the New International Version of the Bible, is longer and more suitable for upper Key Stage 2 children.

6 Christmas Clip Art KS1/KS2

Christmas Clipart is a zip file containing a set of large black and white versions of the icons on the Christmas trees. Children can colour them in using an art package.  The pictures from the Searching for Santa activities may also be downloaded and used in the same way.  These are available in the Searching for Santa sub-menu.

7 Other Ideas

· If you have My World, you will be able to use these screens created by teachers in Walsall. Our thanks to Joy Owen for making these available.

· Thanks also to Valiant Technology who told us about their seasonal ideas which can be found here.

· The Christmas Special mailing from the Becta Direct2U scheme offers a selection of Christmassy things to do with computers, ranging from an email letter to Santa (Y1) to a spreadsheet to calculate how many presents were given on the ’12 Days of Christmas’ (Y6).  It can be downloaded from: http://forum.ngfl.gov.uk/direct2u Why not subscribe to the full Direct2U scheme, a weekly email service for primary teachers that offers lesson plans featuring ICT in activities based on six subject strands.  Subscribe at: http://www.ictadvice.org.uk/subscribe 

· Several teachers use email to contact Father Christmas. You can do this on the Northpole website, but for a more personal response you could follow in the footsteps of Pete Wilkes and set up an email on the school's own domain for his Year 5 class. Pete linked this work with letter writing in literacy. According to Pete, "That night I frantically replied to the emails posing some questions so that they (the children) had to respond. The children loved it, and although they were Year 5 they were reeled in completely! We had great fun."
Veronica Carter adopted a similar approach with her Reception class, recruiting a willing Grandpa to respond to pupils' emails.


However you choose to involve your pupils in the Christmas season - have fun!

Do get in touch to let us know how you have used any of these resources h.govier@btopenworld.com 

